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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





REFORMATIONS, 


Among ail the subjects of altercation between sects, 
and sect leaders, there is perhaps no one, on which we 
are accustomed to think and to speak more indefinite- 
jy, than on religious Reformations. From the perpet- 
nal use of this term in proselyting tracts, sermons and 
exhortations, we should be led to conclude that Moses 
and the Prophets, Christ and his Apostles dwelt upon 
“+ almost incessantly. But if we turn *‘to the law 
and to the testimony,” we shall find a total disuse of 
it. and the word reformed used once only, (Lev. xxvi. 
23,) in all the Old Testament. In the New Testa- 
yment, the term reformation occurs once, and once only. 
Heb. ix. 10. Now we do not infer from this, that the 
writers of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures were 
opposed to the work of genuine reformation, nor that 
thev were indifferent to it; but we do infer, that they 
aid not directly attach to it that kind of abstract im- 
yortance which modern zealots do. It has now be- 
come the most common, and indeed the most powerful 
weapon, which the champions of different formularies 
wield, in their conflicting efforts for party proselytism. 
It is a topic of unceasing declamation, commendation, 
and crimination. ‘The man who is an open and active 
friend of reformations, according to the ruling caprice 
of the place where he lives, is pronounced a friend to 
yelizgion and to the salvation of souls; but he who ven- 
tures to lisp a doubt of the genuineness of the work, is 
denounced as an enemy to God, a demoralizer, and an 
infidel. The fairest reputatation, the most harmless 
and useful life are no barrier,when aitacked by the ruth 
less spirit of a spurious excitement. Indeed, a refoi- 
mation, in the prevalent acceptation of the term, 
means almost any thing and every thing, exeept ** the 
fruit of the spirit. which is love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness an.! goodness.”? But though liable, like 
every thing clse, to perversion, this doctrine, when 
correcily understood, is sa!utary in its influences upon 
the heart, and highly useful to society. As Moses us- 
ed the word reformed, it savored not in the least de- 
gree of modern mysteriousness. He signified by it, a 
change from transgression, to habitual obedience to 
th® ceremonial and moral injunctions of hislaw. The 
author of the epistle to the Hebrews, applies the term 
tformalien to a change of dispensation. He uses it 
'o signify the cessation of the Mosaic Economy, and 
the introduction oi the Gospel, through which ‘ life 
aud immortality are brought to light ;* which ‘* teach- 
es to deny ail ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly.righteously,and godly in the present world.” 
This is all the direct light which the scriptures afford 
us on the subject of religious reformations, and it is ea- 
sily perceived that this bears but little, if any analogy, 
te the ordinary acceptation of this phrase. But wheth- 
er modern zealots, who to say the best of them, may 
err, or holy men of God, who spake as they were mov- 
ed by the Holy Ghost, are to be followed, the humble 
christian will be at no loss to determine. Admitting 
the former to be correct, almost every thing which agi 
tates the imagination, and inflames the passions upon 
religious subjects, is a genuine reformation. But ifthe 
latter are to be the criterion, a real reformation isa 
change of sentiments, and a consequent change of feel- 
ing and conduct, produced by the revelation of new, 
more elevated, extensive and glorious truths. But 


this is the biblical view of the subject, and of course 


the true one. Now if we except the peaceable sect 
called Quakers, the believers in the universality of 
saving grace, are, I believe, the only denomination in 
all christendom, who are denied any part in the great 
work of intellectual and moral amendment. It is not 
generally, if evér admitted, that a reformalion, under 
the preaching of an Universalist, ever took place. If 
one renounce Universalism, and embrace the limita- 
rian sentiment, under any of the forms in which it is 
held, it is a reformation ; if any considerable number 
should do this, it would be a great and glorious reforma- 
tion, and finding its way into every religious publica- 
tion, and nearly every newspaper, it would be sent to 
Europe, to Asia and to Africa, that this wonderful 
work of the Lord, might be known in every quarter of 
the globe ; but should hundreds, and even thousands 
renounce the doctrine of partial salvation, and em- 
brace Univer:alism, it would not, in the opinion of the 
generality of christian professors, be any reformation 
atall. This change, so honorable to the character, 
and the moral governmest of God, and so congenial to 
the finer feelings of the human heart, would be desig- 
nated by no milder epithet, than ‘‘ damnable heresy,” 
or ** strong delusion.” 
pleading not guilty to charges of this nature, and oj 
defending ourselves against the unqualified proscrip- 
tions of our opposers, who we believe, ‘** do greatly err, 
not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.”’— 
In a future number, we propose to offer a few more re- 
marks on this subject, tending to show that the change 
effected by the preaching of Universal Grace, bears a 
nearer resemblance to the biblical doctrine of reforma- 
tion, than those religious excitements and revolutions, 
which have passed under this name in different periods 
of the christian church. In the mean time, * let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, let bim turn uato the Lord, for he will have 
mercy on him, and unto our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon.”? HIERETICK. 
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RELIGIOUS CELEBRATIONS. 


our national Anniversary, and though I was disposed 
to think favorably of it, yet | must confess, that my 
old friend showed me that the maxim—”“ all is not 
gold that giistews,”’ might be true in this as well as in 
The substance of the conversation 
is at your disposal. He commenced with the follow- 
ing observation. ‘* Whatever assumes a religious 
character, my young friend, not only expects our fa- 
vorable opinion of it, but claims a degree of patronage 
among a christian people, and whoever ventures to ex- 


some other cases. 


viled as an enemy to God and to religion. 
doubly armed and fortified by this means, having a 


Now youare a young man, and in all probability have 
much longer to live here than I have, and your success 


=] 


nothing to fear or to hope from this quarter. And I 





Now we claim the privilege of 
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world, and when I see the working of Priest-craft in 

concealment, divulge it ‘‘ upon the house tops,” and 

so do, by the rising generation, as I should wish to be 

done by. With regard to these “religious celebrations” 

of which we were speaking, I do not mean to cal? 
them bad things; but I say this, that should you live 

to be as old as Methuselah, you would never know a 

bad thing, take to itselfa bad name. And as men nev- 
er start a new project without having some object in 
view, so if they mean to succeed, they must make the 
world believe some how or other, that their motive: 
are laudable and upright. And as many people judge 

of the nature ofa thing by the name it goes by, so it 

is necessary a new scheme should have a sign o/ 
words hung out, that people think well of.» And I be 

lieve but few have been found so useful in all cases. 
to those who wish to effect their purposes under false 
colors, as the word religious, or religion. Ihave ask- 
eda number,” said he, *“* why it was called a Relig- 

ious Celebration? for I saw nothing that needed 
ed to be distinguished from a Political Celebration,— 

unless the omitting to read the * Declaration of Inde- 
pendence,” and bavivg two prayers instead of one, 
changed its character. A man inquired of me the 
other day to know, if the day before, it being a sab- 
bath, and the 4th of July too, would not have been 
more proper for a religious celebration? I told him it 
was unquestionably the proper day, if the object was 
to render to God the homage of the heart for our na- 
tional deliverance and protraction, but when the ob- 
ject is to make a bluster in the world, it is the poorest 
day by half. When men do things to “ be seen of 
men,’ they want todo it in a way to make a noise, 
and attract notice, and to be flattered, not only for 
what they have done, but for their piety in doing it.-- 
So I think they pitched, not only upon the right day, 
but upon the right half of the day to answer all their 
purposes, for it being a religious celebration, and a 
collection to be taken at the close of it, they ought of 
conrse to appoint it ata time when people are most 
religious and most liberal, which on such days, is gen- 
erally in the afternoon.’’ Here | told my venerable 
friend, I thought he was a little severe, and he admit- 
ted that he was, but still persisted in what he said as 
truth, if he, in his blundering way, had expressed it 





Messrs. Editors,—Conversing the other day with) 
one of our honest old yeomaunry, the discourse acci- | 
dently turned upon the ‘* Religious Celebration” of | 





may venture to avail myself of this advantage of the | 


rather roughly. And, Messrs. Editors, I don’t kuow 
but he was about right, on the whole. But to cut 
short the story, my old friend said, he ** viewed this 
celebration now, just as he had from the beginning cf 
it, a mere Calvinistic mancuvre, to make the world 
think that holiness is alone with them, amd that they 
not only pretend to be, but really are better than oth- 
ers. For, (said he) ifto obtain a collection to aid the 
designs of the Colonization Society had been the prin- 
cipal object, they would have made an impartial thing 
of it, and not confined it exclusively, almost if not 
quite to the Calvinistic sect. But this would have 
defeated the whole scheme, for then people would not 


press his doubts concerning it, is in danger of being re- have known, that Calvinism is holier than other isms, 
So it is and the glory of aiding in the designs of this Coloniza- 
tion Society, would have fallen upon every sect alike, 
temptation in one hand, and an anathema in the other. /and nobody on earth would have been able to distin- 
guish the disenlerested benevolence of orthodoxy, from 
‘the selfishness of Socinianism, Universalism, or auy 
in life depends a little upon what the world thinks of other. Beside this, the Calvinists are the only prople 
you, but I have got so near through it, that it will | 


iu the world that can do any thing strictly good i) the 


make but little difference to one like me, who have | *isht of God; what every other man does is wicked, 


especially if he does it in his own pame; and hence 
this collection for purposes just stated, ought to go in 
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sayyhe was “anheretic ; but, Sir, what is “an here- 
tic?” You must be aware of the fact that ancient 
writers used the words heresies and sects as synonymous, 
aad the word heretic may siguify one who entertains 


an opinion which he dees correct. This is certainly’ 
When 





em we 


their name, and be set down totheir eredii, in order to 
make a good thing of it in the sight of Heaven, and 
then going in their name, every body can give, and no- 
body get damned for it. In addition to al! this, (said 
he) those poor Africans, or free Blacks, will be coa- 
fo ted during the voyage to Mesurado, from a cou-) compatible with the utmost integrity of heart. ¥ 
sciousness, that the silver which pays for their being ,it is duly considered how variously the word heretic 
transported, though collected from a thousand sinners, ; bas been used, it will cease to terrify or disgrace any 
yet passed through the fingers of a few saiuts, and all | man of common understanding. ‘The Pope called all 
that did not stop by the way, was sanctified to their | the reformers heretics, aud immolated vast numbers oi | 
use.’? Here my friend left me, and although I did not | innocent victims at the shrine of superstition. Sabel-. 
exactly agree with him in every respect, yet taking it|lius, Luther, €alviu, Socinus, Beza, and others, consid- 
altogether, I think he was more than half right. ered those who varied from them in opinion as here/ccs. : 

KeLateER. {In one age of the world the same doctrines were con- 
sidered heretical which at another time had been 
deemed orthodox. And it is worthy of special notice, 
that St. Paul uses the following language, Acts xxiv. 
14. ** But this | confess unto thee, that after the way 
which they call heresy, so worship | the God of my 
fathers, believing all things that are writlea in the law 
and the prophets.’ It is true that the word heresy is 
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From the (Hudson) Messenger of Peace. 
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REMARKS ON HEBREWS VI, 4, 5, 6. 


«For it is impossible for those who were once enlighten. 


ed, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were 


made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and hare tasted 
the good word of God, and the powers- of the-werld to 
come, tf they shall fall away, to renew them. again 
unto repentance : seeing they crucify to themselves 
the .Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame.” 

As this. passage is thonght, by. the opposers of Uni- 
versal Salvation, to be streng testimony in favor of ends 
less sin aud misery, and as sume, who think favorably 
of the faith, which embraces all men as the subjects of 
divine mercy, have suggested a desire to have this 
portion of divine truth illustrated aud proved not ‘to 
oppose unlimited goodness, the writer of this feels it{o 
be a duty incumbent on him, to praseut the readers of 





Some time during the winter past, Ezekiel W. Rob- 
ding, a young man of unblemished moral character, 
was excluded from the Congregational Church in ‘4d- 
ams, N. ¥. merely for believing in the fulfilment of 
the divine mission of Christ, who ** came te seek and 
to save that which was lost.” 

While pursuing classical and theological studies | 
with an intention of becoming a preacher of Calvinism, | demned, or conscious of committing sin; but he does 
Br. Robbins became convinced of the falsity of the | not apply the term heretic to an houest upright man, 
doctrine of endless, merciless punishment, and joyfully | pecause bis understanding may be the receptacle of au | 
embraced the doctrine of the restitution of all things, | error, while in the sincerity of the heart he desires the 


sometimes applied by the apostles to bad characiers, 
but in no ipstance have they applied this word to auy | 
because of an opinion which consists witb integrity of | 
heart. To the Corinthians, to the Galatians and to! 
‘Titus, the apostle Paul applies the words heresy aud 
heretic to immoral practices, and those who perform 
things which they know to be wrong, and are self-cov- 








the Magazine with what he supposes tlre apostle meant 
to couimunicate by this passage. 

The believer iv encless misery supposes, that as the 
apostle says, that it is impossible ior certain charace 
ters to be renewed unto repentauce, and as repentance 
is absolutely necessary uuto salvation, it follows that 
which he here describes, cannot be 
But if our breth- 
ren, Who are iv the habit of makiug out the doctrine 


the characters, 


saved; but wust be cast off forever. 


of endless misery Ly Lhe assistance of a few passages 


combined with a few propositious which ate taken tor 








‘“* which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy | truth and labors to discover it. The heretic Paul would | granted, which are vueither scripture, nor provable by 


prophets since the world began.” He has commenc- 
ed the labors of the ministry of universal recoucilia 
tion, and we confidently trust that he will be instru- 
mental in turning many te righteousne-s, and bringing 
them to the knowledge of the true God. 


' . . ° . FA 
| have rejected, is one who “ is subverted aud siuueth, | scripture, would use the sawe caudor on the subject 


being condemned of himself.” Do you think, Sir, that 
Mr. Robbins ** is condemned of himsc/f” for his opin- 'concerus of life, it is coufidently believed that they 
ions? No Sir, you wiil not pretend before the world, | would ve soou couvinced that so shocking a doctrine 


that Mr. R. isany more gudliy on account of his faith, | as that of endless turmeut, has, to say the most we cau, 





which they would naturally employ in the cowmon 


The following is a copy of his excommunication, with 


than you are fora belief iu Calrinism ! 
ihe pretended authority for this relic of popery. 


ture therefore gives you no authority ior the exclusiou 
of Mr. RK. from the communion vi the church. 


This scrip- | 


** The authority of the church to exclude unworthy 
members from her cos:munion, is of divine origin. The 
authority under which we act in the present case, is 
from the apostle Paul, in his epistle to ‘Vitus, 3d chap- 
ter, 10th and 11th verses. ‘ A man that is an heretic, 
after the first and second admonition, reject ; knowing 
that he that is such, is subverted and sinneth, being 
condemned of himself.’ Acting under the authority of 
God, communicated in his holy word, | proceed to de- 
clare, that * Whereas Ezekiel W. Robbins hath been, 
by sufficient proof, convicted of heresy in denying the 
doctrine of endless punishment, and after much admo- 
nition and prayer, obstinately refused to hear the 
church, and bath manifested no evidence of repen- 
tance: therefore, in the name, and by the authority of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, I pronounce him to be exclud- 
ed from the communion of the church.’ 


** A true copy of the original. Attest, 
* ApreL L. CRanvauu, Pastor. 
* Adams, May 8, 1824.” 


| 


But it is said that Mr. R. has beeu ** convicted of | 
heresy in denying the doctriue of endiess punishment.” 
But, Sir, the phrase ** eudless punishuent”’ does not 
occur ia the scriptures—nor is that incousistent, mer- 
ciless dogma even stated in any language in the Dible! 
By what authority then do you make the denial of an 
opinion that is pot in the scriptures, heresy 2? Lf you 
think I am mistaken in this matier, please to avail 
yourself of the columns of this paper to refute my 
opinion. 

It is said that Mr. R. “thath manifested no evidence of 
|repeatance.”” Pray, Sir, would you have a man re- 
pent of his kones’y? Of what shall a mau repent when | 
“he is conscious of no crime? I sincerely hope, Sir, 
| that you will live to repent of your conduct in this af- | 
| fair, or at least, that you will deeply regret it; but I 
have not the arrogauce to ask you to repent, or even | 
To the Rev. Abel L. Crandall, | to regret it, till you shall be convinced that you have 

Dear Sir,—Since you have felt it to be your duty to} done wrong. 

‘exclude a worthy member of the church in which you, You say, **in the name and by the authority of the 
labor, from its communion, for the sole reason that he | Lord Jesus Christ, | pronounce him to be excluded,” 
found it necessary for him, in order to maintain ** god-!&c. Permit me, Sir, to say, that in my opinion the 
tiness and honesty,” to reject the unscriptural opinion | Lord Jesus Christ authorises no such conduct for such 
of unmerciful and endless punishmeut ; since you pro- reasons, and I am fully persuaded that it is not in your 
bauly suppose that you have faithfully performed this | power to produce any authority for such proceedings. 
imeumbeat duty, and have been pleased to state what As I have not called iv question your honesty, and 
you coasider your authority for so doing; I trust you! as I can assure you that J feel no personal enmity, but 
will vequive no other apology for this communication | wish you the possession and enjoyment of every bless- 
thau a statement of the simple fact, that I cousider it | ing, 1 trust that you will receive this as the faithful 
my duty thus to address yvu. | admonition of a sincere friend, who may stand in need 

You have exhibited what you say is ‘* the authority of, and would gratefully receive a reciprocation of this 
vf the church to exclude uwortiy members.” But, | favor. Yours affectionately, Pirt Morse. 
Sir, Mr. Robbins was not an unworthy member! You | 
fiave made no charge against him on account of im-| 














P.S. If it should be thought that this letter is as 


} ica 2 alt ° 
moral and unworluy conduct ; you will not even pre-, applicable to the church as yourself, I am perfecily 


tend that his moral character is not as good as your 
Why thea was he wrworthy ? Perhaps you will | 


/ Willing that it should be so applied. 


Yours, &. P. M. 
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it 


buta! 
truth. 
awiul couclusion. a couclosiou which involves tbe dj- 


vine Character to the Jdezree that the doctrine of never- 


tle, if any, support irom the oracles of djvine 
Lefore we allow ourselves to come to Such an 


ending tormeut most evideutiy doez, we should most 
zicund necessary tc 

But it is 
mortifying to consider how this most shocking doctrive 
is taken for grauted, by thousand:, and by many de- 
fended from seewing interest, and that it has called te 
its devotion the wit and sophistry of school-men, the 
blind zeal of fanaticism, and the overwhelming current 
of popular opinion. 

Rather than to allow the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment, we ought to question the proposition, that unless 
a mau, who is a sinner, shall repeut he cannot be bless- 
ed even im the eternal work!. And in order to justify 
ourselves iu doubting this proposition, we have @ per- 
fect right, aud it is evea our duty, to ask, whethee 
our heavenly Father bas reveale this propesition im 
his word? ‘This question, being stated, obligates 
every oue, who is acquainted with the scriptures, cal- 
didly to answer it in the negative. But the moment 
this answer is given, blind bigotry cries out, then you 
believe the wicked are going to heaven in their sins i- 
According to tiis, there 1s ne need of repentance ; and 
when our Saviour and his apostles preached repent: 
ance it was entirely useless! Now this loud and pol- 
sy cry gets the argument, in the opiuion of those who 


are under the jnfluence of tradition; and tbe popular 
when 


cautiously eXamite every inch of 


pass over iu order to cowe to such a tesull, 


clamor is as successful in this case, as it Was 2 
employed before Pilate against the inuocevt Son 
God. : 
on ° > ° lies ; No—Sin- 
To all this noise wisdom calmly sepiies; 
: _ » are 
ners cannot go to heaven in their sius. But we & 
al a . , - . D 
not informed in the divine testimony that there are at y 
‘ a : sin- 
sinners in the eternal world; and if there are De 


ws 4 is no re- 

ners in that world it is very clear that there is 50 
A ice 
pentance necessary ; wor cap the want of repentan' ? 
from evj0y 


where nove is required, preve at any inan 














co 


- 


SS a S.C 


lll 





CE EIR ERT TT BAT 
the divine favor. Repentance is necessary in a world 


operror and sin, and such is our present state. There- 
fore the doctrine of repentance is urged in the serip- 
tures, and it ought to be faithfully-recommended by ali 


who Jabor in word and doctrine. There are many 
things which are vecessary in this world which we are 
pot informed will be required in au eternal state. 

But even supposing the disputed proposition were 

apted, and we. allow that unless those of whom the 
apostle spake in the text are renewed again unto re- 
pentance, they must be miserable in the eternal state, 
it does not follow from the text that those characters 
may vot Le renewed unto repentance. But the oppe- 
ser willsay ; the apostle says it is impossible td re- 
new them again unto repentance. Reply: See Mat. 
xix. 26, ** but Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, 
with men this is impossible ; but with God all things 
are possible.’’? Here let the candid question be asked ; 
have we any right to understand the apostle in a way 
to contradict the testimony of Jesus? This question 


settles the point at once 4 and the opposer, if candid, | 


will now acknowledge that the text bas no force to 
maintain the doctrine of endless punishment. But our 
labor is not doue yet, for it seems mwecessary to preseut 
(he reader with the apostle’s subject and meaning. 
When, in the chapter preceding this, in which our 
text is found, the apostle had occasion to speak of Mel- 
chisedec, he adds; ** of Whom we have many things 
io say, and hard tu be uttered; seeing ye are dull of 
hearing. For wheu for the time ye ought to be teach- 
ers, ye have ueed that one teach you again which be 
the first principles of the oracies of God; and are be- 
come such as have weed -of milk, and not of strong 
meat.’? Here carefuily notice the situation of those 
to whom the apostie wrote, as stated by him; and 
carefully observe what he means by the first principles 
of the oracles of God. ‘The chapter which contains 
our text begins thus; ** Theretore, leaving the princi- 
ples oc the doctrine of Christ, let us go on uuto perfec- 
tleve it seems evident that what just betore he 
called the first principles of the oracles of God, the 
apostles here cails ** the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ.’ lu order to make the apostie’s meaning, as 


tion.” 


far as we have proceeded, as plain as possible, let us| begin there agam. 


(out clearly understandig any one passage, until va 
‘has forgotten where be begun, and is duly prepared to | sctiptures give us a very different prospect of this mat- 


ee ~ , ; | ; 
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be agiust turn him over to his rules of Syntax. It is | was forbidden bern-But F oced not repeat ttid sdecess : 
pxseoat that it was that peculiar kind of repentance Eve leatut the difference between good and evil by her. 
which was necessary to turn the Jéws from their car- transgression, Which she kriew not before; but then 
nal ordinances, unto: which the apostle says it is im- | ‘she fatally learnt atthe same time, that thie difference 
possible to renew those who should fall away; and we |.was only this: That! Goon is that which can only give 
have, therefore, no reason to believe that this inspired the mind pleasure and comfort: ;-and that evi. is that 
author meant to represent wicked characters, who! which must necessarily be attended, sooner or lxter, 
could not be cleansed, from their sins, by any possible | with shame and sorrow. 
means in the divine power. Indeed, the apostle fol- As the deceiver of mankind thus began his triumph 
lows the text, under Consideration, with an account of yover-our race,—so has he oarried it on ever sivice by 
the divine dealings with those apostates, See vérses the very same argument of delusion ;that is, hy pos- 
7, 8, ** For the earth, which drinketh in ‘the rain that | sessing men’s minds early with great expectations of 
| cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs; meet for ong present incomes of sin,—-making them dream of 
them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessings from "Wondrous gratifications they are to fee? in following 
God: but that which beareth thorns and briars is re- | their appetites in a forbidden way,— making the nr fan- 
jected, and is nigh wuto coursing ; whose end |is .to be } oy, that their own grapes yiold not so delicious a taste 
iburned.” Here the efectual wethod,.by which the /as their neighbor's, and that they shall quench their 
iskilful husbandman subdues the wild plants of na-/thirst with more pleasure at h'g fountain, than at-their 
ture is used to signify that God is able to cleanse the Pie This is the opinion whieh at first too generally 
most briary soil. “prevails,—till experience and proper seasons of reflec- 
Having, in the first place, shown, as is believed, that | tion make us, at ove time or other, all confess, that our 
‘this passage has been erroneously used to oppose the | counsellor Las been (as from the beginning) an in) pos- 
doctrine of God’s unlimited grace; and secondly, | tor ;-and that, instead of fulfilling these hopes of gain. 
what the apostle meant by the text, it’seems proper to ;}Aand sweetness in what is forbidden,-—on the con- 
' sugvest to readers, and: especially opposers, the pro- | trary, every unlawful enjoyment leads only to bitter- 
priety of being guarded agaiust traditional opinions, | ness and loss. 
aud to be, cautious how they apply the divine testimo- | The second opinion, or, That a religious life is a 
ny. Nothing is more common than for believers in| $ervile and uncomfortable state, has proved a no less 
exdless punishment to quote some such text asbas here ) fatal and capital false principle iv the conduct of inex- 
‘been considered, in the confident belief that it proves | perience through life, the foundation of which mistake 
the dark, the dismal doctrine true ; avd when the re- | arising chiefly from this previous wrong jucgment,-- 
ply las shown that the text méaus no such thing, iv that true happiness and freedom lie in a man's always 
room of being satisfied, the mau is of in a momeut af-} following his own humor';-that to live by moderate 
ter another text, which he will quote with triumph, | and prescribed rules, is to live without joy ;-that not 
and feel a sort of satisfuction in believing that this last to prosecute our passions is to be cowards, and to fore- 
passage cannot be cleared up as the other was; but in go every thing for the tediotis distance of a future life. 
'a few minutes more he sees this also does not apply a Was it -true, that a virtuous mau could have no 











ihis subject; and as soon as a glimmer of light shows! pleasure but what should afise from that remote pros- 


| him this, iu room of waiting to get a clear uuderstand-| pect,——I own we are, by nature, so goaded on by the 
‘ing of the whole matter, be is away after auother text ; | desire of present happiness, that was that the case, 
‘aud so he goes on, from ove passage to another, with* jtheusands would faiut under the discouragement of so 
/remote an expectation. But, in the mean time, the 


ter. There we are told, that the service of God ‘4 
The writer of this article is induced, by many: con-| true liberty,-that the yoke of christianity is easy, in 


simplify it by saying, that he spake to the Hebrew} 
christians as a preceptor might speak to scholars, who siderations, humbly to request those of the clergy, and 
having made a good beginning in the rudiments, firet | others, who have loug contended for that doctrine of 





principles, or elements of learning, had grown dull, 
ud iu room of progvessing as they ought, had be- 
vome forgetful even of what they ha’ learned, and 
weeded to be put back even to their alphabet. And 
atter giving them a suitable reprimand, should further 
say ; Come, now, leaving these elements behind, let us 
g° op and perfect ourselves in the science which we 
have begun. 

These elements, or first principles, the apostle men- 
tions as follows; ** Not layibg again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying en of hands, 
and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judg- 
ment.” Here notice, with due caution, that the first 
particular which the apostle named, in this catalogue, 
is repentance from dead works ; and further notice the 
reason which he gives why these first principles may 
be left, which he states in our text ; because, if those 
who bad been initiated into the christian dispensation 
and faith, by means of these first principles, should 
@postatize, it would be impossible for those, who should 
remain steadfast, to recover the apostates unto repen- 
fance, which was the first of the fitst principles by 
Which they were turned from the dead works of the 
Jewish traditions to the service of God in the gospel. 

We may simplify this idea as follows: A scholar 
who has passed through the first elements or principles 
fa language comes to a difficult sentence iu his ex- 
frcises in parsing; he is coufused, and comes to erro- 
heous conclusions. What must the preceptor do in 
this case? must he put the pupil intohis alphabet? No, 


‘to the wisdom and goverument of our common Father, 


}eternal misery, which is so revolting to every benevo- 
‘lent feeling in the human breast, and so dishonorable 


in heaven, to come to the reasonable resolve to give | 
the whole subject a candid and patient investigation. 
Refleeting, at the same time, that very many opinions, 
which have been considered as wost sacredly true, are 
now entirely abandoned, which ought to suggest the 
probability of the erroneousness of come which stili re- 
tain tae confidence of those who have been in the ha- 
| bit of thinking that their creed was too sacred to be 
investigated. HH. b. 
ee 7 


EXTRACT OF A SERMON, 
FROM THE WORKS OF LAURENCE STERNF. 
“ Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace,”°—Prov. iii. 17. 
There are two epinions which the inconsiderate are 
apt to take upon trust.-—The first is,—A vitious life is 
a life of liberty, pleasure, and happy advantages.—The 


second is,—and. which is the converse of the first,— 
That a religious life is a servile and most uncowforta- 





ble state. 
The first breach which the devil made upon human 


innocence, was, by the helpof the first of these sugges- | 
tions, when he tpld .Eve, that'by eating of the tree of | 
knowledge, she should be as-God, that is, she showd 








reap some high and 


strange felicity from doing w tint | 


comparison of that yoke which mast be brought vpon 
us by any other systetn of living ; and the text tells of 
wisdom,—by which is meant religion; that it has plea- 
santness in its way, as well as glory in its end !—that 
it will bring us peace and joy, such as the world can- 
uot give !-So that, upou examining the truth of this 
assertion, we shall be set right in this error, by seeing 
that a religious man’s happiness does not stand at so 
tedious a distance,-—but is so preseut, and indeed so 
inseparable from him, as to be felt and tasted every 
hour ; and of this even the vitious can hardly be in- 
sensible, from what he may perceive to spring up in 
his mind from any casual act of virtue: and though it 
is a pleasure that properly belongs to the good,—yet 
let any one try the experiment, and he will see what 
is meaut by that moral detight arising from the con- 
Let him but refresh the bowels 
of the needy,-let him confort the broken-hearted,-oy 
check an appetite,-or overcome a temptation,—or re- 
ceive an affront with temper and meekuess,—and he 
shali find the tacit praise of what he has done, darting 
through his mind, accompanied with a sincere pleus- 


science of well-doing. 


ure ;-conscience playing the monitor even to the loose 
and most inconsiderate, in their most casual acts of 
well-doing, and is, like a voice whispering behind, and 
saying,--This is the way of pleasantness,—this is the- 
path of peace,—walk in it. * > * * 
Lastly, to sum up the account of the temporal-ad- 
vantages Which probity has on ms side,-let os vot for-- 
get that greatest of all happiness, which the text re- 
fers to ;-in the expression of all iis paths being peace. 
peace and content of wind, arising from the consciouss 
ness of virtue; which is the true and only foundation: 
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of all earthly satisfaction: and where that is wanting, 
whatever other enjoyments you bestow upon a wicked 
man, they will as soon add a cubit to his stature as to 
his happiness. In the midst of the highest entertain- 
ment,—this, like the hand writing upon the wall, will 
be enough to spoil and disrelish the feast ;-—-but much 
more so, when the tumult and hurry of delight is over ; 
when all is still and silent ; when the sinner has noth- 
ing to do but attend its lashes and remorses; and this, 
in spite of all the common arts of diversion, will be of- 
ten the case of every wicked man ; for we cannot live 
always upon the stretch ;--our faculties will not bear 
constant pleasure any more than constant pain: there 
will be some vacancies ; and when there are, they will 
be sure to be filled with uncomfortable thoughts and 
black reflections: so that, setting aside the great after- 
reckoning, the pleasures of the wicked are overbought, 
even in this world. ~ 











FROM THE SAME WORK. 


METHODISTS. 

The last mistake whith I shall have time to mention 
is, that which the Methodists have revived, for *tis no 
new error,—but one which has misled thousands before 
these days, wherever enthusiasm had got footing ; and 
that is, the attempting to prove their works by that 
very argument which is the greatest proof of their 
weakness and superstition ;-] mean that extraordinary 
impulse and intercourse with the Spirit of God which 
they pretend to, and whose operations (if you trust 
them) are so sensibly felt in their hearts and souls, as 
to render at once all other proofs of their works need- 
less to themselves. This, | own, is one of the most 
summary ways of proceeding in this duty of self-exam- 
ination ; and, as it proves a man’s works in the gross, 
it saves him a world of sober thought and inquiry after 
many vexatious particulars. 

Indced, if the premises were true, the inference is 
direct; for when a man dreams of these inward work- 
iags.-and wakes with the impression of them strong 
upon his brain, *tis not strange he should think himself 
a chosen vesse!,-sanctified within, and sealed up unto 
the perfect day of redemption; and so long as sucha 
oe is led captive Ly this error,-there is nothing in na- 
ture to iuduce him tothis duty of examining his own 
works in the sense of the prophet :-for however bad 
they are,-so long as his credulity and enthusiasm equal 
them, *tisimpossible they should disturb his conscience, 
or irighthen him into a reformation. These are some 
of the unhappy mistakes in the many methods this work 
is set about,—which, fa a great measure, rob us of the 
fruits we expected,—and sometimes so entirely blast 


them, that we are neither the better nor wiser for ail, 


the pains we have taken. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 














A FRAGMENT. 


When darkness veil’d the boundless scene, 
And fear display’d her haggard face, 
V. rapt in the gloom, my trembling soul 
Dar’d to distrust her Parent’s grace. 
At length the light of day burst forth, 
Vidings of joy, from Heav’n | heard, 
Faith saw the rays, Hope caught the sound, 
And (:iumph’d in the Heav’n born ** Word.” 
I scavn’d Creation’s volume o’er, 
I jook’d around, beneath, above, 
Vi ‘ere’er I cast my wond’ring eyes, 
Trend. enraptur’d, ** God is Love.” 
i hiro’ all the grand design, | trac’d 
‘h traits of Goodness, Pow’r and skill, 
aught my soul, no more to doubt 
iove, or tremble at his will. 
‘loav’n; forbid the urhallow’d thought ; 
it God will ever cease to love, 
» longer, through the gloom of fear, 
imit my fancy, wild, to rove. 3. Prigee. 








UNIVERSALIST 


MAGAZINE. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


A HYMN. 


Father of lights ; exhaustless source 
Of life, of love, of joy, 

Long as thy mercies crown our days, 
Thy praise, our hearts employ. 


In all thy works, that meet our view, 
Thy boundless love, we trace, 

And, in thy “* sacred volume,” read 
Thy purposes of grace. 


Through ev'ry clime, thy goodness shines, 
In ev’ry age, the same, 

Still, thou art God, still Thou art ‘ Love,’ 
And holy, is thy name. 


Thy watchful eye directs our feet, 
Thro’ life’s dark gloomy vale, 

Thy gracious smiles, still cheer our hearts, 
When earthly comforts fail. 


Thy guardian care defends us still, 
When threat’ning dangers rise, 

Thy bount’ous hand, with needed good, 
Our numerous wants supplies. 


Father of lights; exhaustless source 
Of life, of love, of joy, 
Long as thy glorious throne shall stand, 
Thy praise, our hearts,employ. J. FRIEZE. 








Cniversalist Miagasine. 


Boston, Saturday, July 17, 1824. 








SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 





Cily Affairs.—-Petition of A. H. Quincy, relating to 
the erection of a new s/reet from Milk-street to the 
Markei, was laid on the table. A petition of Joshua 
Nash, praying that a passage way near Pond-street, 
‘may be discontinued, and that the city would sella 
certain small lot of land, was referred to Aldermen | 

Patterson and Eddy. A petition of Herman Lincoln, 
'and many others, praying that a new Engine may be 
| established in the westerly part of the city.—-Cent. 

Extreme Heat.—The heat for four days previous to 
| the first inst. was so intense at Charleston, S. C. that 
| the papers there compare it to ‘San atmosphere of fire.” 
|Several persons had fallen victims to the excessive 
heat. 

Female Charitable Society.-Rev. Mr. Walker of | 
Charlestown, delivered on the afternoon of July 11th, | 
an appropriate discourse before the members of the Sa- 
lem Female Charitable Society, and a crowded aud- 
ieuce at the North Church, Salem. Collection after 
the sermon $177 49. 

A new Paper.-—We have received the Ist number 
of a newspaper, published at Vergennes, Vt. It is call- 
ed the Vermont Aurora, and is published weekly. 

Fire.—A fire was discovered in Boylston Market 
House, on Sunday morning last, about 2 o’clock, by a 
watchman. As it had progresses but little, it was ea- 
sily extinguished. It was thought by some to be a 
case of spontaneous combustion, in a barrel, in which 
there was about 30 Ibs. of untried fat.—-Pal. 

Gen. Layfayelte.-The New York American contains 
an extract of a letter to the editors, from Gen. Layfay- 
ette, dated May 12th, in the following words: * I ex- 
pect the pleasure to write to you again before long, 
and the still greater pleasure to take you by the hand, 
as soon as tt is possible for me to cross the Atlantic.” 

Ordination and Installation.—On Wednesday, June 
anh Rev. Calvin Lincoln, jr. from the Theological 
School, Cambridge, was ordained Minister of the First 
Congregational Church and Society, in Fitchburg.— 





‘ 
} 





On Wednesday, June 22d, the Rey. Jonathan L. Hale 


was installed Pastor of the Church and Society in | 
Campton, N. H. 








Insurance.---The Merchants? Incurtane Cc 
paid, last week, $6000, a loss by the fire on 
nesday 7th inst. 


ompany 
Wednes. . 


Ordination.—On Thursday the 10th June, the Rey 
WILiLi1AM Morsr, was set apart by public and solemn r 
Ordination, to the work of the Gospel Ministry, and a 
the pastoral charge of “* The Second Independing 
Church of Christ, called Universalist, in the Northern 
Liberties of the city of Philadelphia.” ' 

Introductory Prayer by Br. R. Carrique. 

Sermon by Br. E. Mitchell, of New-York. 

Consecrating Prayer and Right Hand of Fellowship, © 
by Br. A. Kneeland, of this city. " 
_ Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, by Br, R 
Carrique, from Hudson, N. Y. 

Br. Mitchell also favored us with three evening Lec. ° 
tures, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings, 
Br. Carrique preached on Friday evening, and also 
gave us three discourses on the Sabbath. These ser- 
vices were all well attended, and on Sabbath evening 
in particular, the house was crowded. May the best 
of Heaven's blessings, both tothe speakers and hearers, 
succeed the acceptable‘labors of our visiting brethres 
in the ministry, by whom our souls have been abun- 
dantly refreshed, and our hearts have been warmed 
and made glad.—Gazctteer. 


—_——_—_—_ 


Notice.—In consequence of a different arrangement 
with regard to publishing the Christian Telescope, those 
persons holding subscription Papers, are requested to 
return them to Samuel W. Wheeler, as early as the * 
3ist July, without fail, instead of the subscriber. 


; Joun C. Harwoop. 
Providence, R. I. July 3, 1824. 





S OSG AS RT ERED Pe Rr ey ee 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mr. Jared Lincoln to Miss Ruth Howard Bates. 

In Roxbury, by Rev.H.Ballou,2d. Mr. Lemuel Brad- 
lee to Miss Susan Leonard, both of Roxbury. 

In Windsor, Vt. Mr. Wiiram Adams, of Boston, to 
Miss Olivia Prescott, of Burlington. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 


Mrs. Lydia, consort of Joseph Austin, Esq. aged 59. 
Mr. Hiram Luce, aged 23. Stephen, eldest child of 
Mr. Elias‘Kean, aged 4. Mrs. Elizabeth W. Spooner, 
wife of Wm. M.S. D. aged 51. Miss Harriet Bartlett, 
aged 22, 

Mr. George W. Plaisted, formerly of Portsmouth, 
N. H. aged 24. Mr. John Homer, aged 6!. Mr. John 
Skinner, sexton of St. Paul’s Church, a native of Scot- 
land,aged 51. Mrs. Hannah, consort of Mr. Daniel 
Hersey, aged 34. Charlotte F. G. Capen, daughter 
of Mr. Phinebas Capen, aged 17 months. Widow Eli- 
zabeth Simonds, aged 70. 

In Roxbury, Mr. John M. Willard, aged 24. 

In Salem, Mass. Mrs. Ann Bachelder, aged 23. 


In Hingham, Mrs. Mary, relict of Doctor Thomas 
Thaxter, aged 81. 

In Gloucester, 7th inst. Mr. Nathaniel Millett, a re- 
volutionary pensioner,aged 67. On the 9th, Mr. Jere- 
miah Burnham, an invalid pensioner, 69. He fell oat 
of his chair and expired instantly. 

In Fairhaven, Mr. Noah Dean, aged 52. ; 
In Tyngsborough, Mrs. Sarah, wite of Mr. Benjamia 
Swan, aged 85. ' 

In New York City, Gen. William Boyd, aged 76.— | 
Dr. Benjamin Marshall, aged 52. 

In Providence, R. I. Mrs. Susan Howland, aged 48. 
She sustained an unspotted reputation through lite; 
bore with Christian fortitude and patience a long and 
painful illness, and met her approaching dissolution 
with calm resignation to the will of God, and ae ine 
triumphant assurance of an happy immortality. She 


jhas left a numerous family of children to moure the 
‘loss of an excellent and affectionate mother, and a 


large circle of relatives and friends, who have mingle 
the tears of their grief with those of the bereaved 
children. In her faith, as well as the actions of her 
life, she has lefta bright example to the Universalist 
Church, in this town, of which she was a member. 




















